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Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin wouldn’t rule out a primary against Sen. Roy McDonald this afternoon at the Conservative Party Political Action Conference, criticizing Republican politicians who do not stick to signed pledges.

“The only thing worse than the Democrats who are destroying this state are the Republicans who go along,” McLaughlin said to applause.

During a brief question-and-answer session, whether he would primary McDonald was the first topic to come up.

“I have not made that decision yet,” McLaughlin responded. “A lot depends on redistricting, quite a lot depends on what family thinks.”

McDonald is one of four Republican senators to vote in favor of same-sex marriage. The measure passed 33-29 in June.

Sen. Mark Grisanti, another GOP yes vote, has the chance of an easier time, considering that his new proposed district would be entirely in Erie County, throwing the decision to county Chairman Ralph Lorigo.

Conservative Party Chairman Michael Long (who is in attendance today at the conference, being held at the Holiday Inn in Colonie), has said that lawmakers who voted for same-sex marriage would not receive the party’s ballot line in the fall. Though small, the party’s line is key for Republican candidates. 

If the proposed maps as they are drawn stand, McLaughlin, a Melrose Republican, would fall within McDonald’s suburban Capital Region Senate district.

After declaring he would back the legalization of same-sex marriage, McDonald immediately began fundraising through facebook and other electronic means.

In his speech, McLaughlin also blasted Gov. Andrew Cuomo for pushing the measure through via a message of necessity that bypassed the traditional three-day waiting period (McLaughlin was one of the Assembly GOPers to criticize the governor after he leaned on Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb to vote for the tax code overhaul).

“They should have gone to the people for a vote, just like they’re doing in New Jersey,” McLaughlin said.

Cuomo, last week, declined to take a stance on the New Jersey plan, backed by Gov. Chris Christie, to put the same-sex marriage issue to a referendum.
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